NHAN MUA GIANG SINH, TIM HIEU
VE CAC THANH ANH HAI

Bai cua Nguyén Dirc Cung

1.- Mot vai suy tu vao deé.

Thud nhé, truéc nam 1954, song trong xi dao Tam T(‘)a Pong Héi, tinh
Quang Binh, t61 mua Giang Smh t6i thuong nghe doc Kinh cau D.C.G. Hai dong
c6 cau “Hai Pong la phan réi cdac thanh Anh hai”. Sach Nhut Khéa Dia Phdn Hué
do Ptrc Cha E.M. J. Allys (Ly) [1852-1936] Ev. Vic. Ap., Misssion de Hué va buc
Cha J.B. Urrutia (Thi) [1901-1979] Episc. Vic. De Hué (Hué, die 18 Junii 1951) cho
phép an hanh c6 qui dinh rang : “Kinh cau P.C.G. Hai dong : Poc ban sang tir 18
Sinh nhyt D.C.G cho hét tuan 18 Ba Vua, trir 3 ngay 18 6ng thanh Téphano, 6ng thanh
Gioan, cung cac thanh Anh Hai, va hai ngay 1& kinh Tén Rat Thanh B.C.G. va kinh
Gia that.” (Ban in lai nam 1991, trang 13). T6i khong biét ai 1a tac gia that sy Kinh
cau P.C.G. Hai Pong nay, nhung thong thudng cac kinh nguyén tai Pia phan Hué
1a do Birc Cha Ho Ngoc Can (1876-1948) mot nha van Coéng Gido, nha nghién ctru
van hoa dan toc rat ndi tiéng trong nhitng nam dau caa thé ky 20 tai Viét Nam véi
hang tram tac phém da duoc xuét ban, soan ra. Theo nha nghién ctru sir hoc L& Ngoc
Bich (1931-2009), “Giam muc Ho Ngoc Can la mot nha giao duc, la mot cay but
hoat déng vin héa phong phii da dang va rat Viét Nam, luén dé cao van héa dan
téc.” (L& Ngoc Bich, Nhdn vit Gido phdn Hué, Tap 11, Ban luu hanh ndi bg, 2000,
trang 137) Cung giong du duong, trim bong ctia ban kinh cau nay véi thé diéu ngan
nga, tac long hoa nhip nhét 13 hai chit “phan rdi” tac dong trong long tdi theo véi
chiéu dai ctia cude doi mot nguoi tin hiru.

Néu céac cau “khéi tung” dugc xudng Ién trudc theo mot cung giong binh
thuong ca ngoi su thanh thiéng mau nhiém, phong phu va da dang ctia Chua Hai
Déng, thi cac cau “Ung tung” lai mang mot sic thai tram béng, du Ia don di€u trong
ngdn tir nhung cudn hut tAm can moi ngudi gido hitu hién dién ké ca ong ba gia ca,
thanh nién cling tré con qua cung giong, khi thap khi cao, luyén 1y dén bat ngo.



Hai chit “phan r6i” trong 16i kinh dan trén 14 co hoi nhic toi nhé dén 101 bién
giai rat hay ciia Giao su Tién si Triét hoc Tran Vian Toan (1931-2014), mot nha tri
thirc Cong Gido, nguyén Giao su Triét hoc Vién Pai hoc Hué (1957-1965) vé chit
“rdi” nhu sau: “Khi ngudi Au chau mudn néi dén su “rdi linh hon”, thi thuong ding
tir ngit salus (salut), salvus (sauf). D6 13 nhitng tir ngit dung dé chi strc khoe hay dé
chi tinh cach toan ven. Tyu chung ciing 12 néi vé su séng, vé mang song ciia ngudi
ta. Riéng nguoi Puc thi dung chir Heil, do dong tir heilen, nghia 1a ctru chita. Khi
phién dich theo tinh than Viét Nam thi cha 6ng ching ta dung chit rdi. C6 18 rdi co
nghia 1a r6i rdi, thanh nhan, khong vat va nhu trong thé gidi nay. Nhu thé ciing 1a
hop véi udc vong cua nguoi dan dang séng chat vat kho so. Nhung khong phai chi
cé thé.

TRAN VAN TOAN

|

GS. Tran Van Toan co bang Tién st Triét hoc (1960) va Cao hoc Than hoc (1984), dd day triét
hoc tai Hué, Pa Lat, Sai Gon, Pai hoc Lovanium (Congq), Dai hoc Cong Giao Lille (Phap),
nguyén Chu bién Tap chi Pgi-Hoc tai Vién Dai Hoc Hué (1960-1965).
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Trong sach Thdnh gido yéu 1y quoc ngit, do Pic Cha Ba Pa Loc (Pierre
Pigneau de Béhaine) soan, thi ban Nom viét chir rdi bang cach chap ndi chir 161 Z
(ba chit thach /) v6i bo khau A ¢ bén ta. Nhung diéu cho t6i rat 1y lam than phyc
1a trong cudn sach Nom Phép dong chi em mén cdu rit Pirc Chita Giésu, do Dtic
Cha Phudc (Paul Puginier) cho khic in ndm 1869, thi chit rdi duoc viét bang cach
ghép chit 16i £ ¢ bén hitu dé chi cach doc, va chir sinh & & bén ta dé chi nghia la
song. Néu cach viét dung bo khau khong co gi 1a than tinh, thi cach viét dung chir
sinh & bén ta méi that 1a dung tinh than dao Chia Ctru thé. Khong biét vi ndo cao
minh da c6 sang kién dung chir sinh 4 thay chir khau F nhu thé, vira hop véi gido
1y, vira ding vé6i than hoc: dugc ri cling c6 nghia 1a duoc séng! Cung mét chit rdi
ma vura noi 1én dugc cai udc vong thanh nhan, lai vira néi 1én cai udc vong duoc
song mai mai! Cach viét chit Nom biét str dung 161 hoi ¥ nhu thé that 1a tham thay,
chir quéc ngir viét theo mAu ty La-tinh khong sao sanh dugc.” (Trén Van Toan, Pao
trung tuy but, Nha xb. Ton Gido, 2008, trang 121).

Ngon ngit Viét Nam chiju anh hudng cua nén vian hoéa Trung Hoa cho nén
nguoi ta gap thay hai chir “Anh Hai” khi gido 1y Ki T6 giao mudn chi cac tré tho bi
vua Hé-r6-dé tham sat sau su kién ba nha chiém tinh Viéng tham Hai Nhi Gié-su.

Theo tir dién Tir Nguyén cua Trung Hoa, chit Anh 22 ¢6 nghia 13 tré géi so
sinh [#] & B9 & #% so sinh dich nit hai] (T Nguyén tu dinh ban, 1979 £ 9 A,
trang 0770) nhung theo cu Thiéu Chiru trong Hdn Viét T Pién, “82 Anh: Con tré
méi dé goi 1a Anh. C6 ngudi ndi con gai goi 1a anh, con trai goi 14 hai.” (Co s& xuat
ban Pai Nam, tai ban 1an hai, trang 134. O trang 138, hoc gia Thiéu Chutu viét : %
Hai: Tré con cudi, bay gio déu goi tré bé 1 hai.. Linh muc Gustave Hue, trong T
dién Viét-Hoa-Phdp c6 viét Anh 82 1. Enfant en bas age: -hdi: bébé; - nhi [tré em
nhé tuéi] (Nha sach Khai Tri Sai-Gon in lai, 1971, trang 6, ban cii vé6i 1oi ndi dau
viét tai Phii Nghia, 12-4-1937).

Hoc gia Pao Duy Anh trong Hdn Viét Tir Pién cling cho biét “Hai dong %
T con tré (bébé, bambin) hay hai nhi ¥% 58 con tré (enfant) [Truong Thi xuat ban,
in 1an thir ba, 1957, trang 339]



Céc tu dién Trung Hoa va Viét Nam néi chung déu viét nhu thé va kinh bon
cua chung ta st dung dung danh ttr.

Trong Tir Pién Cong Gido Anh Viét, tac gia Nguyén Pinh Dién, tirc nhac si
Phanxicé, c6 viét: Holy Innocents a) Cac thanh Anh hai (L. Sancti Innocentes, C.5&
EE B2 % [Chu thanh anh hai], & B8 #& 5 88 % [Chu thanh v6 c0 anh hai], céc tré
em bi tan sat theo 1énh vua Hé-rdt [Herod] — x. Mt 2:1-23 nh. Saints Innocents; x.
Herod the Great. b) L& cac thanh Anh hai (L. Festum Sanctorum Innocentium
Martyrum, C. 5 B2 82 ¥% B H[Chu thanh anh hai khanh nhat], 5% B8 82 7% 54 &
B& H[Chu thanh anh hai tudn dao khanh nhat, ngay 28 thang 12. Ngay nay, 1& nay
thuong dugc cir hanh dé dén ta vi toi ac pha thai [abortion]. (Nha xb. D(‘A)ng Nai,
2014, trang 966).

2.-Cudc tron chay ciia Thanh Gia qua Ai Céap.

Trong cubn sach “Pirc Giésu thanh Nazareth, Phan III Thoi tho du ciia Pirc
Giésu”, Ptic Gido Hoang Bénédictd viét rang: “Sau két thiic cdu chuyén vé cdc dao
si, bdy gio méi xudt hién guwong mdt chinh yéu cia bién co, do la thanh Giuse; ngai
da khéng hanh dong theo ¥ riéng, nhung theo ménh lénh da nhdn dwoc tiv siv than
ciia Thién Chila trong gidc mong. Ngai nhdn 1énh, phdi mau man tréi ddy, dem Hai
Nhi va Me Nguwoi tron sang Ai Cdp va & dé cho dén khi ¢é 1énh méi, “vi vua Hérédé
sap tim giét Hai Nhi” (Mt 2, 13). Vao ndm 7 ten, vua Hérédé ra lénh giét hai dira
con rudt ciia 6ng la Alexander va Aristobul, chi vi éng cam thdy hai ngueoi nay nguy
hiém cho quyén lyc ciia minh. Vao ndm 4 ten ciing vi Iy do dé, 6ng ciing loai bé dira
con tén la Antipater (x. Stuhlmarcher, tr. 85). Ong chi suy nghi theo cdi nhin quyén
lire. Tin tikc vé mot vi xwng minh 1én ngéi, do cdc dao si mang dén, buéc éng phdi
canh gidc. Dua theo tinh khi ciia éng, khéng c6 gi ngan can dwoce éng.” “Bdy gio
vua Hérédé thay minh bi cdc nha chiém tinh danh lira, thi dung ding néi gidn, nén
sai nguwoi di giét tat cd cdc tré con & Bélem va toan ving ldn cdn, tir hai tudi tré
xuong, tinh theo ngay thang éng da héi can ké cdc nha chiém tinh” (Mt 2, 16). That
ra chiing ta khéong biét gi vé sy kién nay dwa theo nhiing tdi liéu bén ngoai Thanh
Kinh, nhung cén cir vao sw doc dc ciia vua Hérédé, ciing c6 thé xdac nhdn diéu nay
6 thé xdy ra. Vé dé tai nay, Rudolf Pesch trich tac gia Do Thai Apraham Schalit:
“Niém tin vao viéc Scfp dén hay viéc sinh ha mot vi vua Mésia twong lai da co trong
duw lugn. Mot con nguoi chuyén ché hay nghi ngo, nhin bt civ noi ddu ciing déu cé
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sw phan boi va noi loan, va mét tin tirc mo ho dén tai ong dé lam cho tinh than vén
bénh hoan cia 6ng di dén tw tuéng phdi giét cdc tré em méi sinh. Ménh 1énh nay
khong phdi la bt khd.” (Pesch, trang 72) [Ban dich ctia Lm Aug Nguyén Vian Trinh,
Nha xb. Tén Gido, 2013, trang 151].

Pé thiy rd gwong mit chinh yéu ctia Thanh Giuse qua bién c¢6 Thanh Gia: trén
sang Ai Cap, xin doc vao tuong thuat mac khai tu ctia Maria Valtorta trong bd sach
“ Tin Mirng nhuw dd mdc khdi cho t6i” (Ban tiéng Phdp: L’Evangile tel qu’il m’a été
revele”:

“Pay 1a ban dém. Giuse dang ngt trén chiéc givong nho trong cin phong bé
ti cia 6ng. Mot gidc ngl an binh ciia mot nguoi nghi ngoi sau rat nhiéu céng viée da
hoan thanh cach ngay that va k¥ ludng.

T6i thdy dng trong bong t6i ciia can phong, chi hoi 1o md béi mot tia anh tring
lot qua khe hd cua canh cira s6 hoi hé, khong d(’)ng chat hoan toan. Tya nhu Giuse
bi néng nuc trong noi & nhoé nay, hodc vi 6ng mubn cé tia sang nay dé nhan ra rang
dong va thirc ddy mau chong. Ong nam nghiéng, va trong giac ngl, dng mim cudi.
T6i khong biét ong da thdy canh tuong gi trong gidc mo. Nhung nu cudi bién ngay
thanh so hai. Ong thd dai that sau, twa nhu dng c6 con 4c mdng va dng bo nhom day.

Ong ngdi trén givong, dui mat va nhin chung quanh 6ng. Ong nhin vé phia
chiéc cira s6, noi tia sang lot vao. Pém truong thanh ving. Ong niam lay chiéc 40
treo & cudi giwong. Ong mic no ra bén ngoai chiéc 4o ngl trang c6 tay ngin ma ong
dang mac trén nguoi. Ong vén mén, dé chan xudng dat va tim xing-dan. Ong x6 vao
va budc gidy. Ong dimg day va di ra cira ¢ ngay dau givdng, khong phai chiée cira
& bén canh giudong 14 ctra thong voi phong d tiép don cac Pao Si. Ong g khe khé,
chi hoi nghe thay tic-tic, bang cac dau mut ngon tay.

Chic han 6ng hiéu 13 nguoi ta moi vao, vi 6ng mé cira cach rat can than va
dong lai khong mot tiéng dong. Trude khi di toi ctra, ong da thip 1én mot chiée dén
dau nho chi c6 mot ngon ltra, va ding né dé soi sang. Ong vao trong mot phong hoi
16n hon phong cta 6ng, trong d6 ¢6 mot chiée chdng thap & gan mot cai noi. Pa co
& d6 mot ngon dén chong véi ngon lira nho chap chon trong mot goc, giéng nhu mot
vi sao anh sang yéu va vang, cho phép thdy dudng ma khong lam phién con mat cua
nguoi ngu.



Nhung Maria khéng ngii. Co quy gdi ¢ bén ndi, trong y phuc mau lot, va co
cau nguyén, canh ching Giésu dang ngti ém. Giésu ¢ tudi nhu toi da thay trong thi
kién vé cac nha Pao Si: mot tré em d6 mot tudi, dep, héng hao, téc vang hoe, quan
lon, vé6i chiéc diu nhé nam ngap vao chiéc géi, va mot ban tay niam lai dé bén dudi
co.

-Em khong ngu a?- Giuse ngac nhién khé hoi. “Tai sao? Gié€su khong duoc
khoe a?”

- O khong, Nguoi khoe. Em cau nguyén. Nhung sau d6 em s& ngu. Tai sao
anh dén vay Giuse? -Maria ndi va van qui goi nhu trude.

Giuse noi rat nho dé khong 1am em bé thirc gidc, nhung véi vé khan thiét:
“Phai di khoi ddy ngay. Pi ngay lap tirc. Hiy sira soan chiéc ruong va mot chiéc gio
v6i tat ca nhimg gi em c6 thé bo vao d6. Anh sé sira soan nhiing gi con lai. Anh s&
mang d6 dac bao nhiéu c6 thé... Chung ta s& trén di vao lac rang déng. C6 1& anh s&
di s6m hon nita. Nhung anh phai n61 v6i chu nha...”

-Nhung tai sao lai tron?

-Anh s€ giai thich cho em sau, 1a vi Giésu. Mgt thién than di bao anh: “Hay
mang dua tré va Me Nguoi trén sang Ai Cap”. Pung mat thoi gio. Anh di chuan bi
tat ca nhimg gi anh c6 thé.

Khéi can noi voi Maria rang dimg mat thoi gio. Vira nghe noi téi thién than,
Giésu, chay tron 13 c¢6 hiéu c6 sy nguy hiém cho Bé ctia c¢6. C6 dung phat day, xanh
mét véi khudén mit mau sap, lo ling dé mot tay 1én nguc. C6 bat dau budc, lanh le
va nhe nhang, xép quan 4o vao trong chiéc ruong va chiéc gid 16n ma co di bay ra
trén givdong. Co lo lang nhung khong 1am cam. C6 1am cac thir cach mau le nhung
thtr tu. Thinh thoang, khi di qua chiéc néi, c6 nhin cht bé ngi, khong hay biét gi hét.

-Em can anh giup khong?-Thinh thoang Giuse lai héi khi 16 dau vao trong
chiéc cira hé mo.

-Khong, cdm on anh -Maria lu6n ludn tra 161.

Chi khi chiéc gié da day, va han 1a n6 ning, ¢6 moi goi Giuse dé ong giup co
cot lai va dua xudng khoi givong. Nhung Giuse khong mudn ngudi ta phai phu ong
nén ong 1am mot minh. Rdi 6ng cam chiéc gié va mang sang phong 6ng.

-Em c6 phai mang theo cac mén len khong?-Maria hoi.



-Hay mang hét sirc c6 thé, vi nhitng thir con lai, chung ta s& bi mét. Hiy mang
tat ca nhitng gi em c6 thé, chung sé& ich loi, boi vi... boi vi... Maria, chung ta phai
Iwu lai & xa mot thoi gian dai!...-Giuse rat budn khi néi nhu vay.

Va véi Maria, ngudi ta c6 thé nghi ndi budn d6 né thé nao. C6 thd dai khi gap
cac chiéc mén cua c6 va clia Giuse ma Giuse cot lai bang soi giay.

-Chiing ta phai d¢é lai cic ném bong va cac chiéc chiéu — Ong néi khi dng cot
b6 mén. “Du anh ¢ ba con lira, anh ciing khong thé chat qua nhiéu. Chung ta phai
qua nhitng con duong dai va khé khin, mot phan bang qua nai d6i, mot phan bang
qua sa mac. Hay phu k¥ cho Giésu. Pém sé rat lanh trong mién nui ciing nhu sa mac.
Anh mang theo cc qua ting ciia cac Pao Si, no s& hitu ich cho chung ta & d6. Tt ca
s6 anh co, anh tiéu dé mua hai con lira. Ching ta khong thé tra chiing vé cho ho, va
anh phai tra gon. Anh s& khong cho toi rang dong. Anh biét phai tim ching & dau.
Em hay lam cho xong cac thir stra soan” va ong di ra.

Maria con luom vai dd vat, roi sau khi da quan sat Giésu, c0 ra ngoai 1ol trdy
lai v&i cac quﬁn 4o nhé hinh nhu con udt, ¢ 1€ moi giat budi tbi. Co gép lai, cudn
vao trong mot manh vai va dat ching véi cac thir khac. Khong con gi nira. Co quay
lai va thy trong goc nha c6 mot d6 choi nhé ciia Giésu: mot con chién nhé déo bang
6. Co cam lay, nic * 1én va hon nd. Con chién gd c6 nhimg vét rang nho cua Giésu,
va d6i tai ctia n6 bi can nat bay. Maria vudt ve cai vat vo gid tri nay, dugc d&o bang
manh gd tring, nhung né c6 gié tri rat 1én d6i véi ¢, vi nd néi 1én tinh yéu ciia Giuse
doi v6i Giésu, va nd néi vé dira con nhd cia ¢6. C6 budc nd vao véi cac thir khac &
bén trén chiéc ruong da dong.

Bay gio thuc sy khong con gi nita, chi con Giésu & trong noi. Maria nghi dén
phai chuan bi cho Bé. C6 dén bén noi va luc lic bé dé danh thirc bé day. Nhung cha
bé rén 1én mot ti, trd minh va tiép tuc ngl. Maria nhé nhe vuét cac ludn toc. Giésu
mo cai miéng nho cta bé va ngap. Maria cti xudng va hon 1én mé. Giésu thirc gic.
Bé mo mat, bé thiy M4 va mim cudi, gio tay vé phia nguc ma.

-U, tinh yéu cua ma, u, stra, trudc gio thong thuong... Nhung con ludn san
sang dé bu ma con, con chién nho thanh cta ma!...

Giuse tro lai: “Em xong chua? Ca Giésu nita? Em c6 mang theo cic mén nho
ctia bé va chiéc ném nho cua bé khong? Chiing ta khong thé mang theo chiéc noi,
nhung it nhat bé ¢ chiéc ném nho. Chi bé toi nghiép ma nguoi ta tim cach giét!”



-Giuse!-C6 thdt 1én tiéng kéu trong khi ¢6 bam vao tay Giuse.

-Dung, Maria a, tim cach giét! Hérodé mudn cho bé chét... vi ong s bé... so
cho quyén hanh nha vua. Con thii do ban! Han so dira tré ngay tho ndy. Anh khong
biét ong ta s& 1am gi khi 6ng hay tin bé da trén di. Nhung luc d6 chung ta di & xa.
Anh khong tin rang 6ng ta s& bao thi bang cach tim Ngudi t6i tan Galilé. Kham pha
ra rang chung ta 1a nguoi Galilé da 1a chuyén kho, va 1 ngudi Nazarét thi cang kho
hon. Va chinh x4c thi chung ta 1 ai? Chi trir Satan giup 6ng dé cam on 6ng vi di 1a
mot toi t& tan tAm ctia nd. Nhung...Néu chuyén d6 xdy ra... Thién Chaa s& giup
chung ta. Maria, dirng khoc. Nhin thay em khoc, anh kho hon 1a phai di day ...

Maria rat ém nhe dm Giésu 1én, cudn bé trong chiéc khin va 6m ghi vao nguc.
C6 nhin céac buic tuong di che chd cho ¢6 bao nhiéu thang, va lay tay phét nhe 1én
ching. Phtic cho cdn nha da dang dugc yéu thuong va chic phiic bdi Maria.

Co ra, di bang qua can phong nho cua Giuse. C6 vao trong mdt phong khac.
Ba chil nha day nudc mat hon co va chao co. Ba do 1én mot goc chiée khan va hon
1én tran chii bé dang ngu yén. Ho xudng céi cau thang nho & bén ngoai.

Tia sang dau tién cua rang déng cho phép vira du phan biét cac vat. Trong
béng mo ndy, ngudi ta nhan thay ba con vat. Con luc ludng nhat chd d6, hai con kia
c6 yén. Giuse khéo 1éo dit chiéc ruong va chiéce gio trén gac gitt hanh 1y cta con lira
thtr nhét. Toi théy cac dung cu cua thg moc duoc bo lai va cot & bén trén chiéc gio.
Roi lai nhiing tir gid va nudc mat. Sau d6 Maria 1én con lira ctia co trong khi ba chil
nha dm Giésu ghi vao ¢ ba va hon bé 1an sau cing trude khi tra lai bé cho ma Nguoi.
Giuse ciing 1én yén sau khi da cot con lira ctia 6ng v6i con chd d6, nhu vy 6ng duoc
tur do mot ban tay dé gitr con lira ctia Maria.

Cudc chay trén bat dau trong khi Bétlem con mo vé canh tuyét voi cta cac
nha Pao Si, ngli yén binh, khong hay biét gi vé nhimng diéu dang cho no...”

(Dich gia: Nt. Pham Thi Hung, CMR, Nha xb Ton Giao, 2007, Quyén tha
nhat, cc trang 257-262). [* nic : chir dung cta dich gia Pham Thi Hung. Chung t6i
da tra ciru lai trong ban tiéng Phéap thay viét “Elle la prend en sanglotant et la baise.”
Hoc gia Dao Duy Anh, trong Phdp-Viét Tir-Dién, Minh-T4n Paris xuit ban, in 1an
thr hai, trang 1595 ¢6 ghi sangloter: khéc nirc, tdm tirc. Ban tiéng Anh viét chir
sobbing: nirc no; trang 180].
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Ban dich ciia LM. Nguyén Phwong (1921-1993) tac pham ciia Maria Valtorta cé tén “Nguoi
Than Truyén Thanh”. Cdc ban dich tieng Y, Anh, Phap, Viét duoc luwu hanh trén khap the gioi
chung minh gia tri cua mdc khdi tw nay.

Herod I, Herodes Ca hay Herodes Vi Dai... 1a vi vua chu hau dugc Dé quéc
La M3 cat dat cai tri tinh Giu-dé (nay 1a ving tranh chép gitta Israel va Palestine) tir
nam 37 TCN dén nam 4 TCN hodc 1 TCN. Herod sinh trudng trong mot gia dinh
quyén quy c6 ngudn goc Nabatea va Edom, t6 tién 6ng da cai sang Do Thai Gido.
Cha cua Herod la Antipater xa Edom. Me 6ng la cong nuong Cypros cua vung Petra
Nabatea (nay la mot phan cua Jordan). Gia dinh 6ng c6 mot quan hé than thiét véi
nhiéu nhan vat quyén quy & La M3 thoi bay gio, trong d6 c6 Pompey va Cassius.
Nho mdi quan hé nay, nim 47 TCN cha ong Herod dugc cat nhic lam quan téng
trin cua vung Giudéa, va Herod dugc lam thong ddc Galiléa. Sau khi cha bi dau doc
vao nam 43 TCN, Herod 1én nam tit ca quyén binh cta cha va truit phé ngudi vo
dau va con ca dé lay cong nuong Mariamne cta hoang toc cai tri Giudéa trude do.

~ Nam 40 TCN, khi nguoi Hasmonégl va Parthia xdm chiém Qiudéa, Herod chay
tron sang La Ma. Tai do ong dugc Hoi dong Trudng 130 La Ma bau lam vua dan Do



Thai. Nhung phai dép ndm 37 TCN 6ng moi thue sy thdng tri duge Giudéa. (Tai lidu
WikePedia stra doi lan cuoi 18/4/2025).

3.- Mot vai tw twdng cia cac giao phu cd dong trong sach Catena Aurea
ciia Thanh Thomas Aquinas vé vua Hérodé Ca va y nghia thin hoc cac Hai
Nhi bi tan sat.

Trong sach Catena Aurea ma mot vi thanh vira dugc Birc Thanh Cha Léd XIV
phong lam Tién si Gido hoi, thanh John Henry Newman bién tip lai, Thanh
Augustine, Giam muc Hippo, A.D. 396 viét rang trong khi 6ng ta (vua Hé-ro-dé)
khing bd Chtia Gié-su nhu véy thi chinh ong ta lai cung cap thém mét doi quan (cac
thanh tr dao) mic 4o trang tinh cung ltra tudi v6i Thién Chua. [And while he thus
persecutes Christ, he furnished an army (of martyrs) clothed in white robes of the
same age as the Lord] (Volume I, Gospel of St. Matthew, Parts 1 & 2, Preserving
Christian Publications Boonville, New York, 2009, trang 82.) Rabanus Maurus,
Tong Giam Muc Mayence, A.D. 847 cho biét : Ong ta khong bang long véi viée tan
sat tai Bethlehem nhung con ndi rong ra dén cac lang mac 1an can, khong loai trir
em bé moi sinh trong mot dém ma con trude hai tudi. [He is not satisfied with the
massacre at Bethlehem, but extends it to the adjacent villages; sparing no age from
the child of one night old, to that of two years.] Thanh Augustine cho biét cic nha
chiém tinh d4 thdy ngbi sao la trén troi, khong chi vai ngdy ma hai ndm vé trudc nhu
ho da thong bao cho Herod cin cir theo thoi gian khi 6ng ta diéu tra cac nha chiém
tinh. [ The Magi had seen this unknown star in the heavens, not a few days, but two
years before, as they had informed Herod when he inquired. This caused him to fix

two years old and under; as it follows, according to the time he had enquired of the
Magi. ]

Trong Tir Pién Anh Viét Céng Gido, tac gia Nguyén Dinh Dién so luge cho
biét vé vua Hérodé Ca nhu sau: “Herod the Great Hé-r6-dé Ca (L.Herodes Magnus,
vua Giu-dé-a [Judea —x. Mt 2:1-22; Lc 1:5; Cv 23:35], bao gém ca Ga-li-18 [Galilee]
va Sa-ma-ri-a [Samaria]. Ong song vao khoang tir nam 73 trudc c.n. dén nim 4 thudc
c.n. va bat dau cam quyén khoang nam 37 trudc c.n. Nghi vién La-ma chon 6ng 1am
“Vua dan Do Thai” [King of the Jews]. Ong 1a nguoi xay dung Dén Tho Thir Ba [x.
Temple] v6i nhitng phién da to 16n khién cac mén dé ciia Chua Gié-su phai ngac
nhién [Mc 13:1; Lc 21:5]. Ciing chinh 6ng ra 1énh giét cac tré nho tir hai tudi tro
xudng khi nghe tin c6 Hai Nhi 1a “Vua dan Do Thai” méi giang sinh [x. Mt 2:16,
Holy Innocents]. Sau khi 6ng qua doi, 1anh thd duoc chia cho ba ngudi con trai, va
bién dong nd ra khap moi noi thudc Giu-de-a. (Nha xb. Pong Nai, 2014, trang 952).
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Trong cudn sach Pirc Gié-su Cudc doi & Thoi Pai ctia nhém cac nha bién
khao Charles Bricker, Lionel Casson, Charles Flowers, Wendy Murphy, Bryce
Walker, Bernard Weisberger (Nguyen Udc bién dich), c6 viét: “Dién tiét vi Cac Nha
Chiém Tinh, Hé-r6-dé ha 1énh giét tat ca bé trai Bé-lem tir hai tudi tré xubéng — nghia
14, moi em bé nam sinh tir thoi diém ‘ngdi sao” dugc lan dau tién nhin thay. Xac
dinh theo udc lugng dan s kha hitu va sinh suat tai Bé-lem trong thé ky thir nhat
sau C.N., thi c6 thé khoang 25 em bé bi giét. Mat-théu binh luan viéc tan sat nay
bang cach trich din sach Gié-ré-mi-a 31:15: “O Ra-ma, vang nghe tiéng khoc than
rén 1: tiéng ba Ra-khen khéc thuong con minh va khong chiu dé cho ngudi ta an ui,
vi chung khong con nira” (Mt. 2:18). Ra-khen, vo cua Gia-cop, chet khi sinh n¢ va
— theo mot truyén thuyét ma co thé Mat-théu biét - dugc chon gan Bé-lem. Nhiing
dra con ma Ra-khen than khoc trong trich doan Cyu Udc trén 1a cac bo lac bi luu
day, hau dué cta Giu-se, con trai ba. Mat-théu dudng nhu gia ting sd luong cua
chung dé gom vao — it nhat cach tinh than — cac hai nhi bi giét & Bé-lem.” (Nha xb
Vian hoa-Thong tin, 2003, trang 50).

Trong cudn sach co tér} Pé Doc Céc GidovPhu cua Ade’tlbe‘rt—G. Hamman, do
Minh Thanh Thuy & Lm Tran Ngoc Anh chuyén ngit c6 viét vé Prudentid, ngudi
Hispania (+sau 405) nhu sau:

“Aureli6 Prudentio, nguoi Hispania dé lai mot cong trinh hoan toan khac. Ong
géc & Calahorra [Béc Hispania], xuat than tir mot gia dinh Kit6 hiru, c6 hoc thure tinh
té. Trude tién, 6ng di dam nhan nhing chirc vy theo trinh tu cursus honorum (hanh
trinh danh dy); va vé sau 1am quan dau tinh va tong dbc cua nhitng thanh phd 1on.
Mot con khing khoang ndi tam da khién ong rat lui khoi chinh truong. Prudentio
séng an cu, kha du tién nghi, dé ca tung Thién Chta qua tho ca; voi 6ng, d6 1a mot
thir phung vu tai gia. Ong 1am ta nhé dén Patrice de la Tour du pin (1911-1975, mot
nha tho Cong Giao 16n, ngudi Phap).

Trong nhimng tac phém cua Ong [Peristephanon= Nhiing triéu thién,
Psychomachia= cugc tam chién], tac pham da tao dugc sy kinh né trén cac thé hé
ké tiép va ngay ca trén phung vu Roma 1a cuén Cathemerinon (Loi kinh méi ngay)
trong do, ong cu hanh cac ngay cac gio (kinh phung vu), ddng thoi lién két chung
v6i cac ngay 18 phung vu ua thich: mua Giang sinh va Hién linh.

C6 thi hig gan v0oi Ambrosi6 nhung lai khong nham chu dich phung vu, véi
phong thai khong nang vé cau triic, tho cua Prudentié n6i bat han so voi tho cua
Hilari6 (strc séng ctia tho Hilarid nang tinh than hoc hon). Khi séng nhiing ngay cudi
doi, ong mudn bay té cong khai niém tin Kitd gido qua nhing 10i ta on va tan tung.
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Prudentio
Thanh thi ca nggi cac thanh Anh Hai

Tén bao chiia diéng nguwoi vi so:
Vua ciia mudn vua vira dén
Ngu trén ngai Da-vit

Pé tri vi It-ra-en.

Bao chiia dién cuong, hét sai sir gid:
San liing han, ké ngdp nghé ngai ta;
Cén vé ddau, mau cam ldy kiém,

Vung tay di cho noi nhuom mau dao.

Gdy an sat nhdn co ich chi?

Toi dai ac giup Hérodé duoc gi?
Giita cd cude dién cuong tham sat,
Chi Durc Ki-to dwoc cuu khoi ac tai.

Xin mén chao, éi, nhitng canh hoa twr dao!

Vao liic binh minh ciia cudc hong tran,

Ma ké béach hai Chita véi hdi di sy song,

Nhur gidng té cuon tréi dod hong con ham tiéu.

Nhitng nan nhdn dau tién vi Chiia, bé minh,
La dan ctru non chiu hién sinh,

Duoi ban tho Chua, nhitng anh hai tho dai,
Ciing né dia véi hong phiic quang vinh.

Cathemerinon, ban dich cua A.-G. Hamman, trong Kinh nguyén
cua cac Kito hitu tién khoi, Desclés de Brower, Paris, 1981, p. 240.

Trong cudn The Didache Bible with commentaries based on the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, va dya trén cau trich ciia Matthew 2:13-21 c6 ghi Flight into
Egypt: The Holy Family’s sojourn in Egypt is reminiscent of the Old Testament
Exodus from Egypt. Christ is thus associated with Moses and the Israelites (cf. Hos
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11:1; Mt 2:15): He frees God’s people from bondage and oppression and leads them
from darkness to light. Kill all the male children: The Church venerates these
innocent children as martyrs for Christ in the Feast of the Holy Innocents. (CCC 333,

530) [Chay tron sang Ai Cdp: Viéc Thanh Gia ngy cu trén dat Ai Cap goi nho dén
cudc Xuét hanh khoi dat Ai Cap. Chua Ki-t6 nhu vay duoc lién két v&i Moi-sé va
ft-ra-en (Tham khao Hos 11:1; Mt 2:15). Nguoi giai thoat dan ctia Thién Chua khoi
ach xiéng toa cing ap burc va dan dua ho khoi noi tim tdi ma vao chon anh sang.
Giét moi dira con trai: Gido Hoi kinh mung cac tré em vo t01 nhu 1a nhirng vi tor dao
vi Puc Ki-Té trong Ngay 1& Cac Thanh Anh Hai (Gido Ly Héi Thanh Céng Gido
333, 530]. (Nha xb. Midwest Theological Forum, Ignatius Press, 2006, trang 1262).

Trong sach Gido Ly Hoi Thanh Cong Giao (Catechism of the Catholic
Church), ban in 1an hai tiéng Anh c6 ghi : “From the Incarnation to the Ascension,
the life of the Word incarnate is surrounded by the adoration and service of angels.
When God “brings the firstborn into the world, he says: ‘Let all God’s angels
worship him.””Their song of praise at the birth of Christ has not ceased resounding
in the Church’s praise: “Glory to God in the highest!” They protect Jesus in his
infancy, serve him in the desert, strengthen him in his agony in the garden, when he
could have been saved by them from the hands of his ennemies as Israel had been.”
[Tt khi Nhap thé dén lic Thing thién, doi sbng cia Ngoi Loi nhap thé duoc vy phi
bo1 su tho lay va phuc vu cua cac thién than. Khi Thién Chua “dua Ngudi con trudng
tr vao doi, Nguoi phan: ‘Tat ca cac thién than ctia Thién Chua phai thd phugng
Nguoi.””Bai hat chuc tung ciia cac thién than khi Chia Ki-t6 giang tran da khong
ngung vang doi lai trong 101 ca tung cua Giao Hoi: “Vinh danh Thién Chua trén tang
troi cao tham!” Cac thién than bao vé Chiia Gié-su khi Nguoi tho au, phuc vu Nguoi
trong sa mac, 1am cho Ngudi manh strc khi hap héi trong vuon cay dau, va cac ngai
da c6 thé ciru Nguoi khoi ban tay cia cac ké thu nhu ft-ra-en timg duogc ctru.” (Nha
xb. Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2023, trang 86).

Ciing trong sach Gido Ly Héi Thanh Céng Gido, ban tiéng Anh, doan 530 c6
viét : “The flight into Egypt and the massacre of the innocents make manifest the
oppossition of darkness to the light: “He came to his own home, and his own people
received him not. (Jn 1:11.)” Christ’s whole life was lived under the sign of
persecution. His own share it with him (Cf. Jn 15:20). Jesus’ departure from Egypt
recalls the exodus and presents him as the definitive liberator of God’s people. [Su
chay tron sang Ai Cdp va cudc tan sat cac tré hai nhi bicu 16 sy d6i khang ctia bong
t6i chong lai anh sang. Nguoi da tré vé nha minh ma ngudi nha khong dén nhan
Ngudi. Toan bo cudce doi Chia Ki-to séng dudi dau hiéu cua su bach hai. Cudc séng
ctia Nguoi chia xé diéu 4 ay voi Nguoi]. (Xem thém Gioan 15:20). Sy di ra cua Chua
Ki-t6 khoi dat Ai Cap nhic nhé vé cudc xuat hanh va trinh bay ngudi nhu mot vi
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giai phong tat yéu ctia dan Thién Chaa. Cau 15:20 ctia Thanh sir Gioan 13: “Hay nhé
101 Thay d3 néi v6i anh em: t6i t& khong 16n hon cha nha. Néu ho da bat bg Thay,
ho ciling s& bat bd anh em. Néu ho da tuan giit 10i Thay, ho ciing s& tudn gitr 16i anh
em.” (Kinh Thanh tron bd, Nhom Phién Dich CAC GIO KINH PHUNG VU, 1998,
trang 2031).

Tom tat lai, vua Hé-r6-dé Ca, cing véi biét bao toi 4c, da dé lai nhiéu cong
trinh xay dyng to 16n vi nhu Den thd Gié-ru-sa-lem (xay lan thir ba) rat nguy nga d6
s0 do y tuong, tién bac ong xuat ra véi 10,000 cong nhan tai gioi va 1.000 tu si dbe
cong nhiét tinh nhung cong trinh d6 da bi dé qudc Ré-ma pha tan tanh nam 70 sau
C.N. nhu 10i tién bao ctia Chiia Gié-su trong Tan UGc “sé khdng dé hon da ndo trén
hon dd nao.” (Lc, 19,44). Hiéu nghiém thay nhimng 16i khiang dinh ctia Ptic Ki-T6!
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Gié-ru-sa-lem trong thoi dai Chua Gié-su, ban do trich tir The Holy Bible, ASCENSION, West
Chester, Pennsyvania, trang 1603, 2006.

Nguyén Pirc Cung
Philadelphia — Houston, Mua Vong Giang Sinh 2025
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